Alzheimer disease support group characteristics: A comparison of caregivers.
Although family members are known to continue to be involved in care after admitting a loved one with Alzheimer disease into a long-term care (LTC) facility, little research has been done regarding the psychosocial support requirements of these caregivers. Of the 55 caregivers surveyed in this study, 13 had care recipients living in LTC, and 42 had recipients living at home. Results were studied to see if differences arose in the needs of these two groups and if current support groups met those needs. Data indicated that caregivers with relatives in LTC facilities were older and had less interest in receiving information on a variety of subjects. However, both groups indicated having feelings of reassurance after attending support group meetings.